Down With the Corrupt 

Courts of Capitalism 

By EUGENE V. DEBS. 

The long (rain of usurpations by (he capitalist courts and the abuses and outrages growing out of their despotic and 
corrupt practices, of which the working class have always been the victims and the capitalist class the beneficiaries, culmina¬ 
ting in the imprisonment of Fred D. Warren for exposing their brutal iniquities, is the prelude to the downfall of the robber 
systtm under which these revolting crimes have been perpetrated in the name of law and justice upon the long-suffering 
American people. 

The capitalist courts in jailing Warren have sour.dcd the knell of their own doom. They may still flourish and fester 
for a time, but they will never recover from the poisoned dagger they have plunged into their own vitals. 

Even now the people are rising against them and their power for evil is waning and will soon be destroyed. 

JANUARY 2tST, THE DAY WARREN GOES TO JAIL MARKS IN RED LETTERS THE RISE OF THE AMER¬ 
ICAN PEOPLE AGAINST JUDICIAL DESPOTISM IN THE UN.iED STATES. 

On that day begins a series of protest demonstrations that will continue steadily during the six months he lies manacled 
in Pollock's prison cell, culminating on the day of his release in such a triumphant uprising of the masses as this country has 
never witnessed in all its history. 

The day Warren leaves Girard for Fort Scott to surrender himself to the oeriff the APPEAL will close down and it, 
employes, acting as his personal escort, will march with their comrade beloved to the prison doors. Other comrades from 
surrounding points, many hundreds, perhaps thousands, will be there loa si their personal loyalty arid pledge their fidelity 
and devotion to the cause. 

This will be the inauguration of the six months' sentence of Warren and six monihs of nation-wide revolutionary dem¬ 
onstration that will make every corporation-serving judicial despot in America shake in his stolen boots. 

The case of Warren has now been appealed to the supreme court of the people. *nd when the people are through 
with the capitalist courts no Socialist editor, and no other editor, will ever again he thrown into jail without good cause. 

The task before us now. the greatest we have ever undertaken. Is to arouse the American people. The National Executive 
Committee of the Socialist party has boldly taken the initiative and set an inspiring example to the working class and all the 
nation. The corporation courts are sternly rebuked, Warren is staunchly upheld and a ringing appeal to the country is issued 
which closes in these stirring wordii 

"WE CALL UPON THE COMRADES EVERYWHERE TO ARRANGE FOR MASS MEETINGS ALL OVER THE 
COUNTRY TO PROTEST AGAINST THE GROWING MENACE TO THF. WORKING CLASS THROUGH THE SUBSER¬ 
VIENCE OF THE COURTS TO THE CAPITALIST CLASS AND AGAINST THIS LATEST DESPOTIC OUTBREAK 
OF CAPITALIST VENOM AND REVENGE.'' 

In the person of Fred Warren m jail wc are all in jail and all equally and vitally committed to this revolt of the masses 
against the tyranny of capitalism imposed upon a patient people by corporation courts through then- servile judges. 

Warren is but one of the countless victims, but the one. as it happens, whose cause is recognized as the cause of all 
the liberty-loving citizens of the republic. 

Free speech, a free press, and a free people, versus the coerupt courts of a despotic system. That is the issue, and 
upon that burning issue we will fight! 

The people have only to understand, to be aroused and assert thcrroelvts. and the victory is won for once and ever. 

Let the work of agitation BEGIN AT ONCE and the power of demonstration make itself felt from center to circum¬ 
ference of the land. Neariy four years have passed since Warren was first arrated and made the victim of Pollock's power. 
Durihg'ihat time Wt have talked* and rontvrtl. but as yet we have done but llttfr or nothing. Now tat us ACT. 

In a letter just received from Lucien Sanial. that grand old warrior of the Socialist movement, he say>> 

"Valuable time and good money are being wasted in idle dlscuetion with corporation lawyers, political 
tnoketare, professors of humbugology and grafting ‘rsvsrends' as to 'what Is Socialism' and 'what thay maan 
by revolution' instead of ahowing what Socialism and revolution actually ars by holding demonstrations por¬ 
tending the gathering cloude and coming storm. The war tactics of the APPEAL TO REASON Hava been cf 
a different sort Indeed. From the little town of Girard were hurled the thunderbolts that chattered the gallows 
Intended for Moyer, Haywood and Pettlbons, and tore Into fragments, on ths very floor of the United States 
senate, the infamous Penrose bill, la It now an Impossible task to bury Taft and his corporation judges (through 
the vary postoffloe which la turned by them Into an Instrument of despotism ) under an avalanche of protests?" 

No. Comrade Sanial. it is not an impossible task. The aroused and indignant spirit of your challenge to capitalism in 
(he name of the oppressed is shared by hundreds of thousands of men. women and children with the red blood of revolution 
leaping in their veins, ready to shed the last drop of it and to them no task is impossible. 

They realize that Warren is in jail for fighting for them and they will prove it by flinging their defiance into the teeth 
of (he vassal judges who have imprisoned him to conceal their own crimes. 

Now to get down to real action! The six monihs immediately before us must be made the hottest for the robed 
rascals of the corporations and other official hirelings that this or any other country has ever experienced. Not an hour may 
be lost Let those who are with us, in every village, town and city, get together at once and not only enlist in the fight but 
organize a campaign to keep it up and make it hotter and hotter until it culminates in the crowning demonstration on the 
day of Warren's release. 

Every Socialist local every labor union, every liberty league and every other organization opposed to judicial tyranny 
can be brought into harmonious co-operation in this Liberty Campaign, and once these meetings are under way the tide of 
popular Indignation will rise higher and higher until every tool on the capitalist bench is made to realize that he is the servant 
of the people and that the power of the people is supreme when they are aroused and choose to assert it. 

February I2th is the birthday anniversary of Abraham Lincoln. We can not more' fittingly celebrate the anniversary 
of this great leader of the common people, this true friend of the oppressed, than by uniting all over the land in an over- 
whehning Warren pro zst demonstration. Millions of freedom-loving people, animated by the spirit of revolt against crime 
and corruption, will join us with heart and hand. We have but to stimulate them to action by our own resolute example. 

The one hundred and second anniversary of the birth of the immortal Lincoln must be made eternally memorable by 
the greatest demonstration of protest in all the annals of the American people! 

Comrades, now is the time. Are We equal to the greatest opportunity that ever presented itself to our movement? 
Have we the courage and capacity to master the forces the capitalist courts have placed within our grasp and forge them into 
thunderbolts, for the destruction of depotism and the emancipation of the people? 

The hour is striking the command to duty! Within a month a million heroic souls will be hurling their united 
defiance at the Pollock and Grosscup-cursed courts and proclaiming their unswerving loyalty to Warren in the fight of the 
American people for “LIBERTY OR DEATH. ’ 



